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The canola  market in Canada is very segmented.  In the past it was usual to divide the 

market into two segments – Brassica napus and B. rapa.  Since the mid nineties there has 

been a rapid decline in the area sown to B.rapa and in 2000 it was estimated to be less the 

5 percent.  The figure the 2001 season is expected to be lower again and so the B. rapa 

market is no longer considered a significant segment of the market. 

 

In recent years the market segmentation is usually split by herbicide tolerance group.  

There has been a decline in the conventional market (i.e. non-herbicide tolerant varieties) 

and an increase in herbicide tolerant varieties , Roundup Resistant (RR),  Clearfield (CL),  

Liberty Link (LL) and Bromoxynil tolerant (BX).  In each of these segments there can be 

further subdivision into three variety types,  hybrids, OPs (open pollinated varieties) and 

synthetics.  The use of the term ‘synthetic’ varieties here refers to varieties where the 

sowing seed is produced by growing a mixture of a male sterile line and a restorer line 

and harvesting the seed of the mixture.  The system used to produce the male sterile 

parent is the MSL system developed by NPZ in Germany. 

 

Four hybrid systems are used to produce seed in Canada – polima, Seedlink,  INRA-

Ogura and MSL.   The polima  cms system was the system used to produce the first 

canola hybrid registered in Canada – Hyola 40 in 1989.  Breeding with this system has 

been discontinued but there are still hybrids being produced on this system and these 

produce seed for a significant part of the market – particularly in the USA.  The Seedlink 

system developed by PGS, now part of Aventis Crop Science, has been producing seed 

for the market since 1996.  As a necessary part of this system all hybrids are tolerant to 

the Liberty herbicide and are marketed under the InVigor brand.  The first hybrid 

registered using the INRA-Ogura cms system was Hyola 454RR in 1999.  In 2001 more 

hybrids have been recommended for registration.  Recently the MSL system has been 

used to produce both hybrids and synthetics.   

 

No official figures are available for the market share for each of the herbicide tolerance 

groups or the break up by variety type.  Estimates for the year 2000 are as follows with 

main varieties listed. 

 

 

 



 

Roundup Ready  40-45 % of market 

 

hybrids  Hyola 454RR,  Hyola 357RR (Eastern Canada and USA only) 

synthetics  SW Rider 

OPs   Quest, LG3235, Conquest, SW Arrow 

 

Clearfield  20-25% of market 

 

hybrids  none 

synthetics  none 

OPs   46A76, 45A71 

 

Liberty Link  10-15 % of market 

 

hybrids  InVigor 2273, In Vigor 2153 

synthetics  none 

OPs   Exceed, Independence 

 

Conventional  20-30% of market 

 

hybrids  Hyola 401, Hycore 601, 1492 

synthetics  -     

OPs   46A65  

 

Seed prices vary with the variety and the variety system.  In general the hybrids have the 

highest seed price followed by synthetics and then OPs.   The typical price ranges are: 

 

hybrids 8.80  - 10.00 $ Can per kg 

synthetics 8.00  -  8.80  $ Can per kg 

OPs  4.00 -   5.50  $ Can per kg 

 

It is estimated that in 2000 the market share for hybrids was 15 percent.  Most of this was 

LL  (perhaps 13%) and the remainder was either RR or conventional.  The figures for 

2001 are expected to be similar in percentage but the total market will be smaller. 

  

The movement to hybrids is expected to increase in the next few years for a number of 

reasons.  First,  the higher yield of hybrids compared with synthetics and OPs.  Second, 

the increase in farm saved seed of OP varieties means that seed companies will not invest 

in breeding varieties where they cannot recoup their costs.  In the case of RR OPs farm 

saved seed is not a problem as the TUA (technology use agreement) of Monsanto ensures 

that farmers must purchase seed each season.   

 

 

 

 


